Earlobe-like peritoneal appendage near the angle of His: a useful landmark for demarcating the lateral margin of the gastric cardia.
The gastric cardia-the small area around the cardiac orifice including the abdominal esophagus-is an important target area for abdominal and thoracic surgeries, especially for laparoscopic procedures. In this study of 28 cadavers, a peritoneal earlobe-like appendage near the angle of His was identified as a useful indicator of the lateral margin of the abdominal esophagus, which is otherwise obscure because the peritoneum continues to the diaphragm without definite demarcation of this margin. This structure, which appears equivalent to the epiploic appendages, was commonly found to be present (in 22/28, 78.6 % of the 28 cadavers) and was 4-21 mm × 6-40 mm × 1-4 mm in size, triangular, round, or leaf-like in shape, contained fat, and was on an imaginary line along which the lesser omentum adheres to the lesser curvature and continues to the diaphragm (18/22, 81.8 %). This indicator is associated with the lesser omentum and is part of the gastrophrenic ligament, and could serve as a useful indicator of the margin of the gastric cardia, thus aiding surgeons performing laparoscopic surgery in this region.